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Climate change remains one of the global challenges facing modern mankind. Its
solution depends to a large extent on a coalition of modern international actors around
shared values and approaches to climate change and the ability to ensure a just “green”
transition. The EU’s bilateral relationship with the US on climate change and the
environment is particularly important for a number of reasons. First, American support
for European green initiatives will strengthen the global coalition and the feasibility of the
targets. Second, the US, together with China, is the main polluter of the atmosphere, so
the climate efforts of American partners represent a significant added value for the ESD.
Thirdly, the US, together with China, is the EU’s largest trading partner, and as the EGD

is not only about climate, it’s also to a large extent about trade, new clean industries,
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circular economy, etc. In this respect, it’s in the interests of Americans and Europeans to
maintain and strengthen the trade balance by synchronizing climate action.

The EU’s climate policy is more sustainable than that of the US. However, it also
generates considerable debate and resistance at both political and public levels. For the
European Union, one of the most important policies and components of global leadership
Is the prevention of climate change and the implementation of the European Green
Deal (EGD) [5]. During its previous term, the European Commission identified six key
priorities for 2019-2024. The main objective of the EGD is to make Europe the first
climate neutral continent by 2050.

US climate policy is less stable and characterized by sharp shifts in the priorities set
by US presidents. During the last presidential term of Donald Trump, on 4 November
2020, the United States became the first country to officially withdraw from the Paris
Climate Agreement after a three-year delay [3]. In March 2017, Donald Trump signed an
executive order aimed at expanding the coal sector. The order was intended to create new
jobs. It effectively reversed President Barack Obama’s previous climate regulations [2,
p. 30; 19]. Instead, on his first day in office, 20 January 2021, President Joe Biden signed
a document on the US return to the Paris Agreement [3]. He has placed greater emphasis
on the use of renewable energy sources, the search for sustainable forms of agriculture
and the introduction of entirely new types of industry [4]. However, the current presidency
of Donald Trump is likely to pose additional challenges to the implementation of the EGD.
Washington’s potential retreat from ambitious climate and environmental goals could lead
to a further derailment of global climate commitments.

It’s necessary to understand the possible trends in the development of future EU-US
cooperation on climate in the near future. To do this, it is worth analyzing the relevance
of this global issue in the policy plans of Ursula von der Leyen and Donald Trump for the
coming years. During a session of the European Parliament on 1 December 2024, the
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, outlined her vision for the
development of the European Union over the next five years [7]. The central element of

the speech was the presentation of a new major initiative, the Competitiveness Compass,
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and its key pillars: 1). Closing the innovation gap with the US and China; 2). A joint plan
for decarburization and competitiveness; 3). Strengthening security and reducing
dependency [9]. The EGD remains an important part of the programme presented.
However, it is no longer the main issue on the EU’s political agenda. It mentions a
willingness to “implement the existing framework™, but the emphasis is on simplification
and reducing the burden on business. This could lead to a further delay or relaxation of
climate and environmental legislation [6].

In today’s reality, Stefano Feltri, communications advisor at the Institute for
European Politics at Bocconi University, in Milan, identifies three scenarios for the future
of the EGD. In the first scenario, the focus is on implementation, with the European
Commission shifting its emphasis from new regulation to implementation. The second
scenario is a pragmatic adaptation. The EC would be forced to adopt a pragmatic approach
to the implementation phase of the EGD, including granting delays or taking tactical steps
backwards to avoid radicalizing the opposition. The third scenario involves the
dismantling of the EGD, which will be implemented gradually and member states will be
able to ignore the EGD rules without consequence [6].

Instead, Donald Trump’s position differs from the environmental initiatives he has
promoted and plans to promote in the EU’s global dimension. According to Simone
Tagliapietra, senior research at Bruegel, President Donald Trump’s return to power will
fundamentally change US climate and energy policy. Such changes will have far-reaching
consequences at the international level. It’s proposed to tie energy policy to fossil fuels,
while removing fuel efficiency standards and limiting the development of the electric
vehicle market [1]. There is a possibility that the United States will again withdraw from
the Paris climate agreement. This would weaken global climate policy [8]. On the other
hand, the repeal or amendment of the US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) will limit
investment in clean energy.

To overcome such consequences, the EU strategy should focus on three main areas:
global climate action, energy policy and competitiveness, and investment and trade in

clean technologies. This generally coincides with the EU’s strategic interests [8]. Donald
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Trump’s presidency is both a challenge for the EU and a call for stronger independent
climate leadership in a fragmented global landscape. This is possible if differences are
overcome and the EU and its members unite around the goal of decarburization.
Decarburization policies enhance industrial competitiveness while strengthening the
continent's security. While the current EU presidency has shifted priorities to strengthen
the unity of EU member states around economic and security priorities, climate goals

remain an integral part of them.
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acripaHT kadeapu

MOJTITOJIOT1T Ta MIP)KHAPOAHUX BITHOCUH

HarnionansHoro yHiBepcuteTy «JIbBIBChbKa MOTITEXHIKA
M. JIbBIB, YKpaina

CHIBIPAIIA YKPAITHU TA €C Y COEPI EKOJIOI'TYHOI BE3IEKU B
YMOBAX IOBHOMACIHITABHOI BIVMTHA

[loBHomacmitabna BiiiHa Pocili mpotm VYkpaiHu BOPOJOBXK TPhOX POKIB
chopmyBalia 3HaUHI BUKJIMKH Y c(epl eKOJIOTIdHOT Oe3MeKr He JInIIe nepesl Y KpaiHoro, a
i nepxkaBamu €C, sKi MEXYIOTh 3 HEw. be3nocepenHiMu HacHigKaMu BIMHU CTaJH
pYHHYBaHHS €KOCHUCTEMH, BOJOCXOBHIL, 3a0pyJHEHHS IPYHTIB, BOJHHUX PECYpCIB,
30UTbLIEHHSI BUKUJIB BYIJICLIO B arMoc(epy, BUTIKAHHS PallOAKTUBHUX Ta XIMIYHUX
€JIEMEHTIB 13 TOIIKOKEHUX 3aBOJIIB, MOXEX1 Tolo. BoHM MaroTh OGe3mperieeHTHUI
XapakTep Ta MOTPeOyIOTh 3HAYHMX PECYpPCIB I JIKBiAaIii B MPOIECi MOBOEHHOTO
BIIHOBJEHHS VYKpaiHu. B kontekcti iHTerpauii VYkpainu g0 €C, MNOBOEHHOrO
BiJTHOBJICHHSI, TTOJI0JIAaHHS KaTacTpo(IUHUX HACTIKIB Y cdepl eKOJIOTii, TO BAKIUBOIO €
CHIBIIpALIs 3 €BPONEUCHKUMH MapTHEPAMU 100 I[bOTO MUTAHHSI.

3aranom, TOBOPSYM MPO €KOJIOTIUHY Oe3neKy YKpaiHu, BapTo 3a3HAYUTH, IO Y

nepioj 10 MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO BTOPTHEHHS BOHA BxKe OyJia B KpUTUYHOMY CTaHi. 3HaYHa
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